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astronomy, grammar, the rules of metre, and
several other things are explained. Then there
are books on law such as the famous book of
Mami. One book was discovered in 1009 which
explains how a kingdom should be governed. It
is perhaps one of the best books in the whole of the
world on politics. In addition to these, we have
the glorious epics, the Ramayana and the Mahab-
harata, which have influenced Indians so much*.
The Buddhists gave to India many works ol
philosophy as well as stories and tales which*
convey moral ideas. It was, however, in the Gupta.
period that romances and dramas came to be
written* Kalidasa, who is sometimes described'
as the Shakespeare of India, lived at that time,
and some of his plays such as Shakuntala are
famous all over the world. Several other poets
and writers lived in that period whose works are-
read even to-day. Then, after many many years*,
the modern Indian languages came to be de-
veloped, and we find poets and saints like Chai-
tanya, Tulsidas, Tukaram, and Kabir writing*
beautiful religious poems.
Even in the days of the Mughal rule India
continued to produce books of a high quality,
libst of the Mughal emperors were lovers of
art and literature and always helped writers and
artiste. In their day they particularly encouraged
thewritingof factory and biography. The Mughal
emperor Babar wrote his autobiography. In it